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State Climate Offices (states) Regional Climate Centers (NOAA) 
Regional Climate  

Service Directors (NOAA) 

Regional Integrated Sciences & Assessments (NOAA) Climate Science Centers (USDI) 

Regional Climate Hubs (USDA) Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (USDI) 

State and regional climate services:  A Complex Ecology 
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How much do we or can we know?  

Sparse Knowledge Structures 

Constant Shifting of Players 
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“Natural” systems 
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Human systems 

 



Federal Lands of the United States. 
West Contiguous 47 %.  West with Alaska-Hawaii 54 %.  13 States: 93 % US Total   
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The Role of Observations in Climate Services 
 

One.  Philosophical and theoretical. 

 

How, how much, do observations influence opinions/attitudes about climate ? 

 

   Do they? 

 

Ratification of prior beliefs? 

 

Verification of projected or expected outcomes. 

 

How much does new information make a difference? 

 

 

 

 

 

Observations perceived as “real,” forecasts perceived more as speculation 

 

An ounce of observation is worth a pound of forecast. 

 

(Mostly) 



The Role of Observations in Climate Services 
Two.  Practical. 

 

All climate service activities need access to data and observations. 

 

 A cross-cutting activity among all players. 

 

Almost all climate service activities need observationally based products. 

 

The world of observations requires significant specialized knowledge. 

 

Structures for proc data have to be quasi-operational. 

 

Significant infrastructure in place:  utilize it or help make it function better. 

 

 Reduced wheel re-invention. 

 

Common data sources “simple and straightforward,” but dozens that are not. 

 

New ways and formats that people want data. 

 

An integral part of a comprehensive climate services approach.  

 

ACIS -  Applied Climate Information System - A Service for the Community 
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The Co-Production of Knowledge 



www.rcc-acis.org 

scacis.rcc-acis.org 
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